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Annual  Report  of  the 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Chard. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Councillors, 

This  report  follows  broadly  the  same  design  as  my  previous  reports.  Too 
often  the  valuable  statistical  work  it  is  my  duty  to  submit  to  you  is  read  only  by 
yourselves  and  a small  number  of  technical  people.  There  is  a real  field  of  usefulness 
for  an  Annual  Report  amongst  members  of  the  public  generally  and  I hope  my  attempt 
this  year  will  be  a force  in  developing  health  consciousness. 

My  last  report  which  contained  some  observations  made  during  school 
medical  examinations  led  to  a good  deal  of  comment.  I was  asked  why,  as  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  I was  commenting  on  something  not  strictly  my  province.  I am 
vitally  interested  in  Education  because  I believe  that  advance  in  public  health  depends 
on  great  advance  in  Education.  A well-educated  public  is  the  only  real  foundation 
of  co-operation  between  Medical  Officers  and  the  people  they  strive  to  serve. 

I am,  Mr.  Mayor  and  Councillors, 

Your  obedient  'Servant, 

A.  M.  McCAEL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SBCTION  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Poipulation. 

The  Registrar  iGenerairs  estimated  mid- 
year poipuilation  for  1962  was  6,020,  an  in- 
crease of  100  oin  the  previous  year.  The 
population  density  is  5.8  per  acre.  There 
seems  to  be  a sUght  but  steady  increase 
of  population  at  the  present  time. 

Birth  Rate. 

The  corrected  Birth  Rate  for  1962  was  18.01 
per  thouisand,  identical  with  the  national 
figure  for  England  and  Wales  of  18.  There 
were  four  illegitimate  births  which  equals 
3.6  per  cent,  of  live  biriths,  a slight  decrease 
on  last  year. 

Death  Rate. 

The  corrected  Death  Rate  for  the  year 
was  12.8,  slightly  more  than  the  national 
figure  of  11.9.  As  usual,  coronary  disease 
and  other  heart  disease  was  the  greatest 
killer  and  accounted  for  28  deaths.  A fur- 
ther 14  were  due  to  vasicular  lesions  of  the 
nervous  system  and  other  circulatory  dis- 
eases. There  were  17  deaths  from  cancer, 
four  of  which  were  due  to  lung  cancer. 
Diseases  of  the  lungs  accounted  for  nine 
deaths  and  there  appears  to  be  a tendency 
for  these  to  increase  year  by  year  during 


the  present  decade.  Full  details  can  be 
found  in  Appendix  A,  Table  3. 

The  fear  of  death  and  the  instinct  for 
procreation  are  present  in  all  animals.  No 
doubt  they  are  relics  of  a time  w^hen  the 
course  of  evolution  depended  on  survival 
and  fertility.  Nevertheless  they  continue  in 
civilized  man.  When  reading  this  section 
of  the  report  I have  no  doubt  that  a slight 
chill  descends  on  the  reader.  Many  people 
have  a considerable  fear  of  death,  yet  fear 
is  rarely  seen  in  dying  patients.  Samuel 
Johnson,  whose  life  is  as  well  documented 
as  any,  died  in  December,  1784.  In  February 
of  that  year  ihe  wrote  to  Boswell  “ I am 
extremely  afraid  of  dying.”  Yet  a few 
months  later  when  he  knew  he  was  dying 
his  doctor  reported,  ‘All  his  fears  were 
calmed.” 

One  must  distinguish  the  so  called  agony 
of  dying  from  the  pain  of  the  disease. 
Agony  is  a suffering  and  not  a pain;  the 
two  conditions  are  essentially  different.  Pain 
is  a feeling  like  toudh,  suffering  is  a state 
of  mind  that  may  be  induced  by  pain  but 
there  the  relationship  ends.  The  approach 
to  death  may  be  horribly  painful  but  the 
pain  is  in  the  disease  not  in  the  dying.  To 
those  who  witness  death  the  end  may  appear 
hideous  but  the  show  is  not  visible  to  the 
patient.  The  distorted  features  and  the  con- 
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vulsive  movements  are  phenomena  of  release 
due  to  withdrawal  of  the  restraihing  in- 
fluence of  higher  centres,  but  this  withdrawal 
only  occurs  when  the  patient  has  lost  con- 
sciousness. The  so-called  agony  is  a myth 
wrongly  interpreted. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  in  1982. 

Stilllbirths. 

There  were  two  stilllbirths  registered 
during  the  year. 

Infant  Mortality. 

Two  infants  died  within  twenty-four  hours 
of  birth,  one  due  to  prematurity  and  the 
other  due  to  jaundice  caused  by  Rhesus 
incompatibility. 

Social  Conditions. 

The  social  services  remained  unaltered  in 
1962.  There  is  a general  air  of  prosperity 
in  the  town. 

SECTION  B. 

General  iProvision  of  Health  Services  in  the 
Area 

The  services  remained  unchanged  in  1962. 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

Antenatal  and  postnatal  care  of  mothers 
and  young  children  continued  and  attend- 
ances at  the  various  clinics  were  again 
satisfactory. 

Antenatal  Clinic 

This  clinic  was  held  once  a month  and 
Dr.  Elliott  was  in  attendance  at  each  clinic. 
At  this  clinic  blood  samples  were  taken  for 
laboratory  investigation.  Separate  relaxation 
classes  were  organised  by  the  health  visitors 
and  these  received  excellent  support. 

Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

The  services  remained  unchanged  during 
the  year  and  the  expectant  mothers  received 
regular  supervision  throughout  their  preg- 
nancy. 

Hospital  Confinement. 

Those  cases  needing  admisslion  to  hospital 
for  their  confinement  continued  to  go  mainly 
to  Taunton. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

These  clinics  are  held  every  first  and  third 
Tuesday  of  the  month.  Dr.  Elliott  is  always 
present,  together  with  the  health  visitors. 
Figures  are  shown  in  Appendix  B,  Table  1. 

Apart  from  certain  proprietary  brands  of 
food  sold  on  Clinic  days  welfare  foods  are 
sold  from  the  Clinic  on  two  days  a week 
and  include  national  dried  milk,  cod  liver 
oil  and  orange  juice.  James  Lind,  an 
English  Naval  surgeon  in  1747,  proved  ex- 
perimentally the  value  of  a treatment  for 


a disease  that  had  incapacitated  more  sea- 
men than  all  other  diseases,  naval  engage- 
ments, marine  mishaps,  shipwrecks  and  acci- 
dents combined.  The  disease  was  scurvy, 
a severe  vitamin  deficiency  resulting  from 
sailors’  unvaried  diet  of  salt  meat  and  sea 
biscuits.  Lind  recommended  the  addition  of 
fresh  limes  and  either  citrus  fruits  to  the  diets 
of  seamen.  This  diet  saved  countless  lives. 
British  seamen,  thereafter  called  “ Limeys,” 
were  the  first  large  group  of  people  to  receive 
routine  prophylactic  vitamin  therapy.  We 
still  acknowledge  Lind’s  pioneer  work  when 
we  ensure  that  infants  receive  an  adequate 
supply  of  vitamin  C through  orange  juice. 

Health  Visiting. 

Our  resident  district  nurses  are  also  trained 
as  health  visitors  and  carried  out  this  im- 
portant work.  In  addition  to  general  duties 
they  attended  all  school  medical  inspections 
and  formed  a useful  point  of  liaison  between 
myself  and  those  parents  who,  for  one 
reason  or  another,  do  not  attend  the  school 
medical  examination  of  their  children. 

The  tulberculosis  health  visiting  continued 
to  be  the  responsibility  of  Mrs.  Pitt.  She 
is  always  present  at  the  outpatient  sessions 
at  the  Chard  Chest  Hospital  when  the  con- 
sultant chest  physician  sees  a number  of 
patients  every  Thursday.  She  is  also  re- 
sponsible for  following  up  these  cases  and 
also  attends  the  B.C.G.  vaccination  of  school- 
children. 

Home  Nursing. 

This  is  the  responsibility  of  the  district 
nurses  and  continued  at  a very  high  standard. 

Immunisation. 

Immunisations  continued  at  the  clinic  and 
m docitors’  surgeries.  All  infants  are  now 
given  triple  vaccine  for  protection  against 
diphtheria,  wihooping  cough  and  tetanus. 
Oral  poliomyelitis  vaccine  was  also  used  in 
an  increasing  amount.  Details  can  be  found 
in  Appendix  B,  Table  3. 

Vaccination. 

The  outbreak  of  smallpox  in  the  North  of 
England  and  more  particularly  in  South 
Wales  led  to  a very  heavy  demand  for  vac- 
cination in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  Most 
of  these  were  re-vaccinations,  although  a 
number  of  primary  vaccinations  in  adults 
were  done.  Details  are  shown  in  Appendix 
B,  Table  3. 

Home  Help  Service. 

This  service,  organised  by  the  County 
Council,  continued  to  be  available  and  was 
only  limited  by  the  availability  of  suitable 
staff. 


Schooil  Medical  Service. 

As  usual  I visited  all  the  County  schools 
in  the  town  and  details  of  these  inspections 
can  be  seen  in  Appendix  B,  Table  2. 

In  the  course  O'!  my  many  school  inspec- 
tions I am  constantly  talking  to  the  children 
about  their  future  work  and  aspirations.  One 
reads  more  and  more  about  the  necessity 
to  bridge  the  gap  between  grammar  and 
secondary  modern  schocis  and  various  expedi- 
ents have  been  suggested;  the  abolishment 
of  the  ll-plus  examination  and  the  intro- 
duction of  comprehensive  schools  appear  to 
be  designed  to  make  all  children  feel  equal. 
Recently  in  one  school  I visited,  on  asking 
a number  of  children  which  class  they  were 
in  each  gave  me  a different  letter  as  being 
their  class.  I was  puzzled  by  this  and  on 
enquiry  found  that  an  educational  expert 
had  suggested  that  to  avoid  discrimination 
between  the  various  “ streams  ” the  class 
should  be  named  after  the  first  letter  of 
the  class  teacher’s  name.  In  this  way  any 
sense  of  inferiority  would  be  eliminated.  I 
then  began  to  wonder  who  we  were  fooling 
because  when  I asked  the  children  them- 
selves for  an  expflanaltion  “ Oh,  it’s  only  the 
old  3D  or  4C  ” or  whatever  class  was  being 
camouflaged  was  the  answer. 

I think  it  most  important  that  every  child 
should  have  equal  opportunity  for  education 
but  I question  the  wisdom  oif  trying  to  make 
children  feel  we  are  all  equal.  We  are  not 
all  equal  and  the  sooner  one  can  find  that 
out,  in  my  view,  the  better.  It  comes  as  a 
nasty  shock  and  if  we  continue  to  foster 
the  idea  that  Jack  is  as  good  as  his  master 
we  are  going  to  have  a very  large  number 
of  discontented  teenagers  and  young  adults. 

I am  not  suggesting  that  we  revert  to  the 
Victorian  idea  that  you  are  born  to  a certain 
station  in  life  and  there  you  remain  for 
the  rest  of  your  life.  Every  encouragement 
should  be  given  to  all  children  to  improve 
their  lot  and  work  to  their  full  capacity, 
but  let  us  be  honest  about  it. 

School  Dental  Service. 

Mrs.  Walker,  iwho  works  as  a part-time 
dental  surgeon  for  the  County  at  the  health 
clinic,  continued  to  inspect  and  offer  treat- 
ment to  schoolchildren.  Unfortunately  this 
is  not  always  accepted,  nor  is  it  sought  froib 
private  dental  pradtiiitioners,  with  the  result 
that  the  dental  health  of  the  schoolchildren 
is  not  as  satisfactory  as  it  could  be  if  the 
available  services  were  utilised  to  the  full. 

Speech  Therapy. 

Mrs.  Baker  continued  to  hold  a weekly 
clinic  on  Fridays  and  children  made  235 
attendances  at  45  sessions. 


Deprived  Children. 

The  small  home  in  Auckland  Way,  organ- 
ised and  run  by  the  County  for  these  child- 
ren, continued  its  excellent  work. 

Orithopiaedic  Service. 

A clinic  is  heldi  once  a month  by  the 
Orthopaedic  Sister,  Miss  Read.  Children 
attend  by  appointment  and  are  referred 
to  the  appropriate  surgeon  at  regular  inter- 
vals. Copies  of  the  surgeon’s  report  are 
sent  as  a routine  to  me  as  school  medical 
inspector. 

Ophithakniic  Service. 

Routine  eye  testing  at  schools  is  carried 
out  at  the  annual  medical  inspection.  Reports 
of  the  County  Oculist  are  always  available 
at  that  time  and  every  endeavour  is  made 
to  see  that  the  children  are  co-operating 
with  him.  Any  damaged  or  unsatisfactory 
spectacles  are  dealt  with  as  appropriate. 

Epileptics. 

The  arrangements  for  the  treatment  of 
epileptics  remained  unchanged.  Details  of 
this  service  were  given  last  year. 

Spastics. 

I have  commented  at  some  length  on  this 
subject  in  the  last  two  reports  and  the 
services  avail^le  continue. 

Blind  Persons. 

The  Somerset  Association  for  the  Blind 
do  the  general  administration  and  case-work 
for  these  disabled  persons.  They  receive 
a grant  from  the  County  Council.  This  is 
an  excellent  example  of  a voluntary  associa- 
tion working  in  co-operation  with  a local 
health  authority  and  carrying  out  a great 
deal  of  excellent  work.  There  are  24  on 
the  Blind  Persons  Register  and  2 partially 
sighted  persons  in  the  area.  Prior  to  ad- 
mission to  the  Register,  a blind  person  is 
examined  by  a medical  practitioner  with 
special  experience  in  ophthalmology. 

Ambulance  Service. 

The  general  ambulance  cover  for  the 
town  is  provided  and  administered  by  the 
County  Council  and  was  satisfactory  in  1962. 
All  vehicles  are  radio  controlled  and  no 
complaint  of  undue  delay  was  received. 

The  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  continued 
to  cover  social  and  sporting  events  in  the 
area.  The  strength  of  the  Division  fell  from 
16  to  14  due  to  retirements  but  a total  of 
648  hours  were  spent  by  members  of  the 
Division  on  pulblic  duties,  slightly  less  than 
the  year  before.  Cases  treated  on  public 
duty  totalled  43  and  in  4 of  these  cases 
transport  was  necessary  ,by  the  Division’s 
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Amibulance  to  Hospital  for  further  attention 
to  be  given.  During  the  year  the  Division’s 
Amibulaince  coivered  346  miles  on  pubMc  duty. 

The  Division  is  continuing  to  receive  a 
number  of  requests  from  tjhe  Public  for 
attendance  at  shows  and  sporting  events 
and  no  requests  have  had  to  be  turned 
down,  though  with  decreasing  numbers  of 
members  it  is  becoming  increasingly  diffi- 
cult to  provide  adequate  cover  at  some  of 
the  larger  events. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  Mr.  Brooks  retired 
as  Superintendent  of  the  Division  after  a 
total  of  25  years  service  with  the  Brigade, 
most  of  which  time  he  was  Superintendent 
of  the  Chard  and  District  Division.  This 
is  an  excellent  record  of  which  he  may  well 
be  proud  and  for  which  we  owe  him  our 
thanks.  I am  pleased  to  say  he  has  not 
severed  his  connection  with  the  Brigade  and 
still  attends  very  regularly  in  an  advisory 
capacity.  He  has  also  taken  on  the  job  of 
Treasurer  to  the  Division. 

Mental  Health  Services. 

These  services  continued  to  be  administered 
by  the  County  Council  through  the  Mental 
Health  Sub-Committee.  The  new  Regulations 
have  come  into  force  and  are  working  satis- 
factorily. 

National  Assistance  Act. 

I was  not  called  upon  to  take  any  statutory 
action  with  regard  to  any  old  persons  during 
the  year  but  one  or  two  whose  living  con- 
ditions were  not  entirely  satisfactory  were 
brought  to  my  notice  and  informal  action 
was  taken. 

Care  of  the  Aged. 

I reported  on  this  service  at  some  length 
last  year  and  it  continued  in  substantially 
the  same  manner  in  1962. 

Disabled  Persons. 

The  Good  Fellowship  Club,  organised  and 
run  by  the  Red  Cross  Society,  continued  to 
flourish  under  the  able  direction  of  the 
Divisional  Welfare  Officer,  Miss  Blackmore. 
It  met  fortnightly  in  the  evening  and  mem- 
bers pass  the  time  doing  handcraft  work, 
and  play  cards  or  other  games.  A number 
of  persons  gave  interesting  talks,  some  of 
Which  were  illustrated.  Members  are  now 
able  to  go  for  outings  as  they  have  the 
use  of  a minibus  which  was  collected  for  and 
given  by  the  Friends  of  Chard  Hospital. 
Members  attended  a Disabled  Rally  at 
Weston-super-Mare  in  June.  In  October  a 
Disabled  Week  was  held,  the  object  being 
to  keep  before  the  public  the  work  that 


is  being  done  for  these  severely  handicapped 
members  of  the  community.  It  illustrated 
what  can  be  and  is  being  done,  ft  is  pleasing 
to  note  that  as  a result  of  this  rehabilita- 
tion work  some  members  have  been  taken 
on  for  work  in  local  factories.  The  volun- 
tary helipers  and  drivers  who  give  their  time 
so  freely  to  this  club  are  really  deserving 
of  our  thanks. 

Health  Education. 

The  Council  are  supporters  of  the  Central 
Council  for  Health  Education  and  use  their 
literature  and  posters  freely.  Most  of  the 
effort  during  1962  was  directed  towards 
the  problem  of  smoking  and  lung  cancer 
and  posters  and  leaflets  were  on  display 
throughout  the  year  and  frequently  changed 
in  an  endeavour  to  awaken  public  interest 
in  the  problem. 

SECTION  C. 

Prevention  and  Control  over  Infectious 
Diseases  and  Other  Diseases. 

There  was  a sharp  outbreak  of  measles 
in  November  and  December  and  a total  of 
262  cases  were  notified.  Details  of  all  in- 
fectious diseases  notified  are  recorded  in 
Appendix  C,  Table  1. 

As  I have  already  reported  in  a previous 
section,  there  was  a considerable  demand 
for  vaccination  against  smallpox  and  immun- 
isation with  triple  vaccine  against  diphtheria, 
whooping  cough  and  tetanus  continued.  Oral 
poliomyelitis  vaccine  was  introduced  mia- 
way  through  the  year. 

I have  reiported  elsewhere  on  the  dental 
health  otf  Chard  chiildren.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  the  Government  were  taking  steps  to 
implement  the  findings  of  the  pilot  experi- 
ments on  fluoridation  of  water  supplies.  When 
this  is  fully  implemented  in  the  country  it 
will  proibably  prove  to  be  one  of  the  greatest 
public  health  preventive  measures  of  this 
century. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Service  sent  a 
Unit  to  Chard  in  June  and  a total  of  1,266 
people  were  X-Rayed.  In  1957  the  figure 
was  1,540,  in  1960  it  was  1,304.  This  shows 
tnat  there  is  decreasing  support  for  these 
visits  which  is  hard  to  explain  when  the 
completely  opposite  trend  has  been  experi- 
enced in  two  neighbouring  towns.  This  lack 
of  support  is  discouraging  because  on  this 
last  occasion  better  prior  publicity  was  organ- 
ised and  a letter  sent  from  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  to  every  householder  and, 
in  addition,  personal  letters  were  sent  to 
private  practitioners  in  the  town.  Full  details 
of  the  visit  are  shown  in  Appendix  C,  Table 
2. 


SECTION  D. 

Environmental  Health  Services. 

A.  Sanitary  Circumstances. 

Climatic  Conditions. 

Tne  total  rainfall  for  1962  was  32.7  inches. 
Tne  average  level  per  year  for  the  last  ten 
years  is  41  inches.  In  1961  it  was  36.62 
inches.  This  continuing  low  level  is  bound 
to  affect  the  water  supply  to  some  degree. 

Water  Supply. 

While  the  quality  of  the  water  supplied 
was  satisfactory,  the  quantity  fell  short  of 
that  necesisary  on  several  occasions.  In 
my  report  for  1961  I gave  details  of  the 
problems  w*hich  had  beset  our  water  under- 
taking, particularly  over  the  Christmas 
period.  Early  in  1962  energetic  steps  were 
taken  to  try  to  improve  our  position.  A 
submersible  pump  was  installed  in  the  bore 
to  increase  its  output  and  the  bore  itselt 
was  freed  of  sand  by  means  of  compressed 
air  with  some  success.  In  addition,  an  inline 
booster  pump  on  the  Chard  Rural  District 
Council  main  at  Wadeford  was  installed  to 
be  used  as  an  alternative  means  of  feeding 
water  into  the  town. 

This  second  successive  year  of  drought 
has  put  great  strain  on  the  well  and  Well  A 
registered  nil  for  almost  the  entire  year. 
The  combined  effect  of  continuous  pumping, 
increased  output  of  the  bore,  taking  addi- 
tional bulk  supplies  from  Chard  R.D.C.  and 
economies  made  by  the  public  have  enabled 
supplies  to  be  maintained  throughout  a very 
difficult  year.  In  the  late  summer  and 
autumn  the  level  of  the  reservoir  was  only 
maintalined  by  closing  a valve  in  High  Street 
and  feeding  from  the  Rural  District  Council 
mains  each  evening.  This  caused  consider- 
able inconvenience  to  people  in  the  higher 
parts  of  the  town.  We  have  now  asked  the 
Chard  R.D.C.  to  sink  an  additional  bore  at 
their  Pole  Rue  source  to  safeguard  supplies. 

The  cost  of  the  submersible  pump  and  in- 
line booster  pump  was  approximately  £1,150 
and  the  proposed  bore  hole  at  Pole  Rue 
will  cost  about  £7,000. 

Full  detail's  of  the  water  supply  can  be 
found  in  Appendix  D,  Table  1. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

In  my  report  for  1961  I pointed  out  that 
the  works  constructed  in  1948/49  were  no 
longer  capable  of  dealing  with  the  demands 
placed  upon  them.  The  Council  now  pro- 
pose to  improve  the  works  at  an  approxi- 
mate cost  of  £65,000  and,  in  addition,  intend 
to  instal  new  sewers  in  the  Forton  Road, 
Crimchard  and  Touchstone  Lane  areas.  These 
will  cost  another  £45,000. 


Public  Cleansing. 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  is  carried 
out  by  direct  labour;  one  vehicle  is  used  and 
a weekly  collection  given.  Special  arrange- 
ments are  made  for  the  removal  of  trade 
refuse,  two  bins  being  collected  free  but  any 
refuse  in  excess  of  this  is  charged  at  6d. 
per  bin. 

Rodent  Control. 

One  part-time  rodent  operator  is  employed 
and  he  carried  out  his  routine  work  well. 
No  serious  infestations  were  reported. 

Swimming  Bath. 

There  are  two  swimming  baths  in  the 
town,  one  at  Chard  School  which  is  hand 
chlorinated  and  one  that  has  just  been  con- 
structed at  the  Secondary  Modern  School. 
At  the  moment  this  latter  bath  is  not  in 
full  commission  and  was  only  used  for  a 
short  period  at  the  end  of  the  summer  term. 
It  is  chlorinated  by  hand  at  present  but  it  is 
intended  to  instal  an  automatic  filter  and 
chlorination  plant. 

The  Council  have  made  a paddling  pool 
for  toddlers  which  is  situated  at  the  Rec- 
reation Ground  in  Old  Town.  This  is  also 
hand  chlorinated. 

Smoike  Abatement. 

This  is  not  a serious  proiblem  in  the  town 
although  occasional  complaints  of  industrial 
smoke  are  received.  The  firms  involved  make 
every  effort  to  co  - operate  and  avoid 
nuisance. 

B.  Factories  Act. 

Details  of  the  inspectioni  carried  out  by 
the  Public  Health  Inspector  are  shown  in 
Appendix  D,  Table  2. 

C.  Housing. 

Appendix  D,  Table  3,  gives  details  of  the 
housing  situation  in  the  town. 

It  shows  that  there  are  281  applicants,  of 
whom  81  are  for  old  people’s  dwelMngs  and 
30  others  urgently  need  new  accommodation. 

The  Council’s  plans  for  the  re-develop- 
ment  of  Old  Town  were  progressing  satis- 
factorily at  the  end  of  the  year.  Undoubt- 
edly this  will  be  a considerable  help  in 
cutting  down  the  number  on  our  waiting  list. 

D.  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk. 

There  are  three  registered  distributors 
and  two  registered  dairy  premises  in  the 
town.  Forty-^one  samples  were  taken  by  the 
County  Sampling  Officer,  five  of  which 
proved  to  be  unsatisfactory. 
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Ice  Cream. 

There  is  one  manufacturer/retailer  and 
twenty-two  premises  are  registered  for  the 
sale  of  pre-ipacked  ice  cream.  Sixteen 
samples  were  taken  for  laboratory  examina- 
tion and  all  were  satisfactory. 

Meat. 

There  is  one  slauigblter  house  registered  in 
the  town  and  this  does  a very  considerable 
amount  of  slaughtering.  Nevertheless,  Mr. 
Till,  with  the  occasional  assistance  at  week- 
ends  of  another  inspector,  lachieved  100  per 
cent,  meat  inspection.  This  is  a very  merit- 
orious achievement,  but  a very  heavy  burden 
on  our  Public  Health  Inspector.  Details  of 
his  inspections  are  shown  in  Appendix  D, 
Table  4.  ‘ Duiiing  his  inspections  he  has  been 
attempting  to  improve  the  general  condition 
of  the  slaughter  house  and  some  work  has 
been  done  but  it  proved  necessary  to  serve 
an  Informal  Notice  for  various  minor  re- 
pairs 


Food  Premises. 

Thirty  premises  are  registered  under  Sec- 
tion 16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 
Routine  visits  were  paid  as  follows: 


Butchers  6 

Cafes  8 

Grocers  2 

Ice  cream  retailers  16 

Licensed  premises  1 


In  addition  to  the  work  detailed  under  the 
various  headings  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
has  made  numerous  visits  in  connection  with 
the  Petroleum  Regulations,  Explosives  Act, 
and  other  less  demanding  statutes.  However, 
his  year’s  work  has  been  dominated  by  the 
demands  of  the  Council’s  water  undertaking 
and,  of  course,  by  meat  insipection  duties. 
He  is  a most  conscientious  officer  who  carries 
out  all  his  duties  thoroughly  and  well. 


APPENDIX  A— TABLE  1 


Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population  mid  1962  6,020 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1962  according  to  the  Rate 

Book  2,032 

Rateable  Value  £79,307 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £320 

Area  1,030  acres 


APPENDIX  A— TABLE  2 


BIRTH  RATE : 18.01. 

Live  Births : 

Still  Births : 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year : 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks : 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week: 


Comparability  Factor  0.96 


Total  

M 

54 

F 

59 

Legitimate  

53 

56 

Illegitimate  

1 

3 

Total  

2 

— 

Legitimate  

2 

— 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 

Total  

1 

1 

Legitimate  

1 

1 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 

Total  

1 

1 

Legitimate  

1 

1 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 

Total  

1 

1 

Legitimate  

1 

1 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 
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APPENDIX  A— TABLE  3 


DEATH  BATE:  12.8. 


Comparability  Factor : 0.94 


Heart : 

Coronary  Disease  

Other  heart  disease  

Circulation : 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Other  circulatory  diseases  

Cancer  of: 

Stomach  

Lung  

Uterus  

Breast  

Other  Sites  

Lungs : 

Influenza  

Pneumonia  

Bronchitis  

Other  respiratory  disease  

Leukaemia  

Diabetes  

Other  ill-defined  disease  

Suicide  


F Total 

4 7 11 

7 10  17 


5 4 9 

4 15 


3 14 

3 14 

-11 
-33 
3 2 5 


-11 
13  4 

13  4 


— 11 

112 
5 5 10 

— 11 

37  45  82 


APPENDIX  B— TABLE  1 
CHARD  CHILD  AVELFARE  CLINIC 
Statistics  for  the  twelve  months  ended  31st  December,  1962. 
Children  on  register  who  attended  during  1962 


Born  in  1962  56 

Born  in  1961  72 

Born  1957--60  53 


No.  of  children  who  attended  Clinic  for  the  first  time 


Under  1 year  of  age  76 

Over  1 year  of  age  4 

No.  of  attendances  in  1962 

Under  1 year  of  age  645 

1 —  2 years  of  age  222 

2 —  5 years  of  age  146 
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APPENDIX  B— TABLE  2. 


Name  of 
Sdhool 

No.  on 
Roll 

No.  In- 
spected 

Date  of 
Inspection 

Chard 

Infants 

174 

89 

29/30/31 

1.62 

Chard 

Junior 

333 

130 

21/22/23 

3.62 

Chard  Sec. 
Modern 

493 

188 

20/21/22 

6.62 

Children 

having 

Milk 

Children 

having 

Dinner 

Diphtheria 

Immunisa- 

tion 

Date  of 
last 
Dental 
Inspection 

97.70% 

73.56% 

41 

15.2.61 

84.08% 

57.05% 

— 

20.11.61 

60.85% 

56.79% 

8.6.61 

APPENDIX  B— TABLE  3 
Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 
Primary  Courses 

Children  born  1962  Children  born  Young  persons 

1943-61  born  11983-42 


Salk  Oral 
— 0 


Salk  Oral  Salk  Oral 

15  69  — 6 


Persons  under  40 
yrs.  of  age  and 
priority  groups 
Salk  Oral 
2 8 


Reinforcements  1962 

No.  of  persons  (all  No.  of  children  of  No.  of  persons  (all  No.  of  children  of 

groups)  who  re-  5 yrs.  but  under  12  groups)  who  re-  5 yrs.  but  under  12 

ceived  a third  re-  yrs.  who  received  a ceived  a reinforcing  yrs.  who  received  a 

inforcing  injection  fourth  reinforcing  dose  of  Oral  vac-  dose  of  Oral  vac- 

injection  cine  following  two  cine  after  three 

Salk  injections  Salk  injections 

152  36  5 9 


Age  Groups  Under  1 

P R 
70  — 

P — Primary  Vaccination. 

R — ^Re-vaccination. 


Smallpox  Vaccination. 

1 2^4  5—14 

PR  PR  PR 

18  — 21  3 78  30 


15  or  over  Totals 
PR  PR 
71  202  258  235 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 


No.  of  children  who  completed  a full  course  of  primary  immunisation  dn  the  year  ended 

31st  December,  1962. 


Children  bom 

in  the  years:  1962  1961  1960  1959  19i58  1953-57  1948-52  Total 

31  49  7 2 1 8 — 98 


No.  of  children  who  received  a reinforcing  injection  in  the  year  ended  31st  December, 

1962. 


Children  born 

in  the  years  1062  1961  1960  1959  1958  1953-57 

— _ _ — _ 32 


1948-52 


Total 

32 


Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

No.  of  children  wlio  completed  a primary  course  (normally  3 injections)  of  pertussis 
vaccine  (singly  or  in  combination)  in  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1962. 
Children  born 

in  the  years:  1962  1961  1960  1959  1958  1953-57  1948-52  Total 

31  49  7 2 1 — — 00 
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Tetanus  Immunisation 

No.  of  children  who  completed  a primary  course  and  the  No.  of  children  who  received 
a reinforcing  injection  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1962. 

Children  born 

in  the  years:  1962  1961  1960  1959  1958  1953-57  1948^52  Total 

Primary  course  3149721  8 — 98 

Reinforcing 

injection  — — — — — 11  — 11 


APPENDIX  C— TABLE  1 
Infectious  and  Other  Notifiable  Diseases. 

Scarlet  Fever  1 

Measles  262 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  1 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  2 

Analysis  of  Cases  Notified. 

Under  Age 

1 yr.  1-2  2-3  3-4  4-5  5-10  10-15  15-20  20-35  35-45  45-65  05-f  unknown 
Scarlet  Fever  1 

Measles  5 18  24  31  36  137  9 1 1 

Tuberculosis 

Age  Group  New  Cases 

Respiratory  Non-respiratory 


M 


F 


-1 
1-5 
5-15 
15-25 
25-35 
35-45 
45-55 
55-65 
65 -f 
Age  Unknown 

Total 


M 

1 


F 


Deaths 

Respiratory  Non-respiratorj 
M F M F 


APPENDIX  C— TABLE  2 
Mass  Radiography 

The  Health  Centre,  Chard,  19th — 21st  June,  1962 

Number  X-Rayed  

Chest  Abnormalities  detected  

Analysis : 

Hypertensive  Heart  

Post-operative  Pleural  Thiekening 

Fibrosis  & Emphysema  

Dualloys  Ltd.,  Chard,  6th — 7th  June,  1962 

Number  X-Rayed  

Chest  Abnormalities  detected  

Analysis : 

Enlarged  Heart  

Brecknell,  Willis  & Co.  Ltd.,  8th  June,  1962 

Number  X-Rayed  

Chest  Abnormalities  detected  

Analysis : 

Hypertensive  Heart  

Mild  Pnaumoconiosis  


Male  Female  Total 


472  471  943 

2 13 

— 11 

1—1 
1—1 

153  55  208 

1—1 

1—1 

107  8 115 

2—2 

1—1 

1—1 


n 


APPENDIX  DATABLE  1 


Water  Supplies 

Piped  Supplies — results  of  samples  taken  for  analysis: 


Raw  Water 

Bacteriological  Chemical 

Satis-  Unsatis-  Satis-  Unsatis- 
factory factory  factory  factory 

1 — 2 — 


Treated  after  going  into  supply 
Bacteriological  Chemical 

Satis-  Unsatis-  Satis-  Unsatis- 
factory factory  factory  factory 

17  — — — 


Water  Supplies  from  Public  Mains: 

Direet  to  the  Houses  By  means  of  Standpipes 

Public  Water  Cos.  Private  Public  Water  Cos.  Private 
No.  of  Dwellings  2030  — — — — — 

Population  6020  — — — — — 


APPENDIX  D— TABLE  2. 

Factories  Acts,  1937  — 1959. 

No.  of  No.  of  No.  of 
No.  on  Inspec-  Written  Occupiers 
Register  tions  Notices  Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 

and  6 enforced  by  Local  Authority  1 — — — 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority  52  4 — — 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 is 

enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (Ex- 
cluding out-workers’  premises)  . . — — — — 


Total 


53  4 


Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  Nil 

Cases  in  which  defects  found  were 

remedied  Nil 

Outworkers. 

No.  of  outworkers  in  August  List 

required  by  Section  110  20 


APPENDIX  D— TABLE  3 
Housing. 

Action  taken  during  year. 

1.  No.  of  houses  included  in  Clearance  Areas  for  which  Orders  are  still  to 

be  made  Nil 

2.  No.  of  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  which  have  been  patched  for  temporary 

accommodation  under  Section  48  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  1 

3.  No.  of  houses  closed  or  demolished  under  Section  42  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 

(Clearance  Areas)  Nil 

4.  No.  of  houses  demolished  or  closed  (a)  under  Section  17  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1957  (individual  unfits)  2 

5.  No.  of  temporary  dwellings  (huts,  etc.)  demolished  Nii 

6.  No.  of  houses  declared  unfit  under  Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 

(capable  of  repair)  Ni! 

7.  No.  of  houses  made  fit  during  year 14 

8.  No.  of  unfit  houses  occupied  under  licence  1 

9.  Houses  in  multiple  occupation  (Housing  Adt,  1961)  Action  taken  Nil 

10.  Reconditioning  of  Condemned  Houses — Exclusion  from  Clearance/Demolition 

Orders  (Housing  Act,  1961)  Action  taken  Nil 

11.  Substitution  of  Closing  Order  for  Demolition  Order  (Housing  Act,  1961) 

Action  taken  Nil 

12.  Rent  Act,  1957  (1st  Schedule) 

Certificates  of  Disrepair: 

(a)  No.  of  applications  received Nil 

(b)  No.  of  Certificates  issued  Nil 
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Gained  from 


Houses  in  conversion  of 

Houses  erected  course  of  large  houses  Lost  from 

during  the  year  erection  or  buildings  conversion  of 

For  Slum  For  Other  For  Slum  1 or  Other  into  flats  or  two  or  more 
Clearance  Purposes  Clearance  Purposes  dwellings  houses  to  one 

Local  Authority  8 28  10  12  — — 

Private 

Enterprise  — 16  — 39  — — 

Number  of  Post-War  Houses  erected  from  1st  April,  1945,  to  31st  December,  1962. 
By  Local  Authority  By  Private  Enterprise  Housing  Programme  1963 

548  153  45 

No.  of  temporary  housing  units  occupied — (i)  Prefabs  Nil 

(ii)  Huts,  etc Nil 

No.  of  houses  found  overcrowded Nil 

Houses  required: — 

(i)  To  replace  houses  scheduled  for  demolition  59 

(ii)  To  abate  overcrowding  Nil 

(hi)  For  other  purposes  150 

(iv)  Applications  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year 

(a)  Urgent  bona  flde  cases  30 

(b)  Applications  for  Old  People’s  Dwellings  81 

(c)  Other  170 

Total  Applications  281 

(v)  Total  No.  of  Council  Houses  sold  during  the  year  Nil 

No.  of  permanent  Gained  from  Total  Less  houses  de-  No.  of  permanent 
dwellings  in  Dis-  conversions  and  moUshed,  closed,  dwellings  in  Dis- 

trict as  at  erected  during  (a'‘  + (b)  etc.,  during  year  trict  as  at 
31.12.61  (a)  1962  (b)  31.12.62 

Local  L.A.  P.E. 

Authority  660  36  696  — 

Private 

Enterprise  1320  16  1336  2 

Totals  1080  52  2032  2 696  1334 


Old  People’! 

No.  erected  to  31.12.62 
With  County  Without  County 
Council  Aid  Council  Aid 
54  — 


Dwellings. 

No.  in  course  of  erection 
With  County  Without  County 
Council  Aid  Council  Aid 
8 — 


Improvement  Grants. 

A.  Discretionary. 

No.  of  applications  and  houses  dealt  with  by  Local  Authority  during  year: 

(1)  (2) 

Received  Approved 

Applications  No.  of  Dwellings  Applications  No.  of  Dwellings 

Nil  Nil  Nil  Nil 

No.  of  applications  approved  in  respect  of  owner/occupiers  during  year  Nil 

Average  cost  per  dwelling  approved  during  year Nil 

Amount  of  grant  payable  by  Local  Authority  Nil 

B.  Standard. 

Number  of  applications  (a)  Received  12 

(1)^  Approved  12 

Number  of  houses  where  Standard  Amenities  have  been  provided  ...  12 

Number  of  applications  approved  in  respect  of  owner/occupiers  during 
year  


13 


7 


A.PPENDIX  D— TABLE  4 


Slaughterhouses 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

excluding 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs  Horses 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

138 

4512 

101 

1919 

3623 

— 

Number  inspected 

138 

4512 

101 

1919 

3623 

— 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2* 

0+ 

lOX 

2t 

61 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

41 

2993 

1 

12 

83 



Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

31.16 

66.56 

10.89 

0.73 

2.27 

— 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

3 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

2 

52 





78 



Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected alfected  with  tuber- 
culosis 

1.45 

1.22 

— 

— 

2.20 

— 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

39 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 



39 









Generalised  and  totally  con- 
demned 

_ 









__ 

Weight  of  meat  condemned  (in 
lbs.)  for: — 

(a)  Tuberculosis 

1180 

993 

(b)  Cysticercosis 

— 

1560 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Other 

465 

5750 

463 

126 

936 

— 

Total  (in  lbs.)  condemned 

465 

9490 

403 

126 

1929 

— 

* Oedema  (2),  t Moribund  (2). 
+ Oedema  (6),  Septicaemia  (2) 

and  Acute  Hepatitis  and  Peritonitis 

(1). 

X Immaturity  (4),  Septicaemia  (3),  Moribund  (2)  and  Acute  Peritonitis  (1). 
t Septicaemia  (2),  Oedema  (1),  Emaciation  (1),  Acute  Peritonitis  (1)  and  Multiple 
Injuries  (1). 
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